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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments to Claims 1, 6, and 13 in the submission dated 1/9/04 are 
acknowledged and accepted. In view of these amendments to the claims, the rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2 nd paragraph, in Section 7 of the Office Action dated 10/1/03 are 
respectfully withdrawn. 

2. The addition of Claims 21-27 in the submission dated 1/9/04 is acknowledged and 
accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

3. The Applicants' arguments, see in particular Pages 10-12 of the submission, filed 
1/9/04, with respect to the rejections of Claims 1, 6, and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of Claims 1-20 in the Office 
Action dated 10/1/03 have been withdrawn. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1, 6, and 13 are allowable over the cited art of record for at least the reason 
that the cited art of record fails to teach or reasonably suggest a wavemeter, software 
product, and method for determining a wavelength of an incoming optical beam, as 
generally recited in the claimed combinations of Claims 1, 6, and 13, the wavemeter, 
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software product, and method all particularly including a course-measuring unit for 
determining a first wavelength range and with a first accuracy, a first wavelength value as 
representing the wavelength of the incoming optical beam, wherein the coarse-measuring 
unit comprises a beam splitter adapted for splitting up a received beam derived from the 
incoming optical beam into a first beam towards a first detector and a second beam 
directed towards a second detector. Claims 2-5, 7-12, 14-20, and 27 are dependent on 
Claims 1, 6, and 13, and hence are also allowable for the same reasons Claims 1, 6, and 
13 are allowable. 

Claim 2 1 is allowable over the cited art of record for at least the reason that the cited 
art of record fails to teach or reasonably suggest a method for determining a wavelength 
of an incoming optical beam, as generally set forth in the claimed combination of Claim 
21, and particularly including the step selecting a value of the plurality of second 
wavelength values by determining a target wavelength range around the first wavelength 
value and selecting the second wavelength value that falls within the target wavelength 
range. Claims 22-26 are dependent on Claim 21, and hence are also allowable for the 
same reasons Claim 21 is allowable. 

With regard to Claim 21, the Examiner notes that the closest cited art of record is 
Knowles et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5991324). Knowles et al. discloses a method for 
determining a wavelength of an incoming optical beam (See Figure 10; col. 9, line 19- 
col. 1 1, line 29), however, this method lacks the steps of receiving first signals from a 
first and second detector disposed in a coarse-measuring unit; receiving second signals 
from a third and fourth detector disposed in a fine-measuring unit. It is noted that the 
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wavelength measurement device of Knowles et al. includes a two detection units, one 
shared by both the coarse- and fine-measuring units (See 80 in Figure 10), and one used 
to perform power/intensity measurements of the output beam (See 72 in Figure 10). It 
would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to alter both the coarse- and the fine-measuring units to each include 
two detection units. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Arnel C. Lavarias whose telephone number is 571-272- 
23 1 5. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 5 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on 571-272-23 12. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Arnel C. Lavarias 
4/8/04 



